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Freestyle kayaking is a white water sport where the paddler 
performs a range of acrobatic tricks and manoeuvres on a river 
feature (artificial or natural) such as a wave or hole. 

The discipline is enjoyed by many as a recreational sport and at
the top level by those participating in competitions both nationally 
and internationally. 

The sport is constantly moving forward with paddlers developing 
new spectacular moves.

DefinitionDefinition



KeydatesKeydates (history)(history)

1991 : 1st World Championships followed by bi annual events ever 
since (UK, USA, Germany, Canada, New Zealand, Spain, 
Austria, Australia).

2002 : Recognition by the ECA.

2004 : First ECA European Championships.

2004 : Recognition by the ICF as Canoe Kayak discipline at the XXXth

Congress.

2007 : Creation of the International Freestyle Committee at the XXXIst

Congress.

2007 : First ICF World Championships. Canada. 21 countries.



International Freestyle CommitteeInternational Freestyle Committee

Lluis Rabaneda I Caselles
Chairman

Kristine Jackson
Events

Ingrid Schlott
Rules & Competitions

Mike Birkbeck
NF contacts & Database

Jon Souillot
Rules & Judging development



International Competition StructureInternational Competition Structure
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Contact / InformationContact / Information

• Web site 

http://www.canoeicf.com/default.asp?MenuID=Freestyle/c1106/1701

• Lluis Rabaneda I Caselles : lluis.rabaneda@canoeicf.com




