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ñCelebrate the human spiritò

"Canoe sport, like all sport in the past, has 
always focused on the outward presentation of 
success and physical beauty and perfection. 
However, the Paracanoe athletes have taught all 
of us a more important message of sport.

What we truly celebrate in our World 
Championships is the human spirit and its desire 
for improvement. The body is the outward 
container of the human spirit which far exceeds 
what can be seen by the eye. 



ParaCanoe

WHY 
NOT!



ParaCanoe - WHY

ÅTo expand the sport

ÅTo reach out to new populations

ÅTo practice inclusion

ÅTo build community

ÅTo realize human potential 



ñCLUBHOUSECULTUREò







Clubs

Schools

Disability groups

Paralympics
World Champs



Paracanoe

ÅMontreal PaddleALL conference  - 2008

Å9 nations represented

×NFôs from Italy, France, Ukraine, 
Hungary, Brazil, Canada 

×Individuals from USA, UK, New 
Zealand

ÅICF 2008 Congress accepts Montreal 
Conference Report



ParaCanoe ïThe Beginning



RIO 2016

WE DID IT! 



ÅNOV. 2010    

ÅIPC ACCEPTS PARACANOE AS A 

SPORT IN THE RIO 2016 

PROGRAMME (with conditions) 

ÅScientific evidence-based athlete 

classification

ÅSEPT 2012 ïNOV 2014 

ÅNew system researched & developed

ÅSEPT 2014 Bonné..òThe long dark 

nightò 





ÅOCT. 2014 ïIPC Gathering - Berlin

ÅJAN. 2015    

ÅKayak Classification system approved 

by IPC 

Åsix RIO 2016 events approved

ÅParacanoe accepted for TOKYO 2020

ÅMAY 2015 ïJUNE 2016

Å238 athletes re-classified 



ÅSEPT., 2016 ïRIO PARALYMPIC 

GAMES!

Å42 NFôs compete @ Qualifiers

Å26 NFôs qualify (all continents)

Å9 NFôs win medals (3 continents)

Å2015/2016

Å5 ICF classifier training workshops 

Å40 trainee classifiers from 22 NFôs

Å11 Intôl classifiers
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PARACANOE 

STRATEGIC PLAN 

FOR 

2016 -2020



Mission of Paracanoe 

To make 

canoeing, kayaking, paddling

a fully inclusive sport.

(next  to swimming, the most popular water 
sport & recreation for persons with 

impairments)  



Enabling Paracanoe 



KEY STRATEGIES

ÅTechnical Accessibility (equipment)

ïStable kayaks & Vaôaôs

ïInexpensive equipment 

ÅGeographic Accessibility

ïRegional Expansion to new NFôs & NPCôs



KEY STRATEGIES

ÅOut -reach to new groups

ïConference on Paddling with Impairments for 
sport, tourism and medical therapy sectors

ÅSolidify & grow ICF/IPC partnership

ïProvides credibility & high profile

ïCONSOLIDATE events

ïHonour IVF/ICF agreement



Paracanoe 2016-2020
2016  

ïVAôA Classification study

ïAudit of Classification Rules to ensure IPC 
compliance (new IPC code)

ïClassifier Training ïBudapest, Samarkand



Paracanoe 2016 -2020

Å2017

ïVaôaClassification System research

ïNew 2015 compliant Classification Code  

ïCompetitions  

ÅWorld Championships, 2 World Cups 

Åsupport to Continental Champs

ïClassifier training (workshops & mentoring)

Thailand, Ecuador  


