ICF Canoe Polo Referee Assessment 2015.

· ICF Canoe Polo Referees are recognised to control International Canoe Polo matches.

· All International matches should normally be refereed by at least one accredited ICF Canoe Polo Referee.

· Recognition as an ICF Canoe Polo Referee is given by the ICF Canoe Polo Committee to those who have successfully completed the written and practical parts of the examination.

· ICF Canoe Polo Referee accreditation will be awarded at three levels A, B and C and is initially valid for a period of four (4) years. 
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Levels of Accreditation

Level

Qualification and experience

Level A

Very experienced and consistent referees who are able to be the controlling referee in the

toughest high pressure games such as continental and world championship semi finals
and finals. Level A referee’s are also used as assessors for the other grades and work as
mentors to less experienced referees.

Level B

Hl

Referees who are gaining experience and working towards Level A. Experienced and
consistent enough to work as the second referee in high pressure international games.

Referees who have passed both the practical and written assessments and are gaining

|Le"'el c | experience at Continental and World Championship level.
Trainee Referees who have passed the written assessment but not yet passed enough practical
assessments (minimum 2 passes required) at the international level

Expired

H

Previously qualified referee’s whose accreditation has expired through lack of recent use.
A Referee will drop to the next level down for every 2 years they do not referee at a major
international competition. Once expired they must go through the full accreditation
process to regain their qualification.





Application Process:

1. Only National Federations may nominate candidates for these examinations.

2. Application Forms are available from the ICF Canoe Polo Website: http://www.canoeicf.com/icf/Aboutoursport/Canoe-Polo.html
3. National Federations can lodge Completed Application Forms along with a digital passport style photo to the Chairperson of ICF Canoe Polo Committee or ICF Canoe Polo Chief Referee: ICFPoloRef@canoeicf.com
4. All Applications should be forwarded at least 14 days prior to the date of the examination. 

5. Candidates should normally be at least 18 years of age.

6. Candidates should have experience of refereeing for a minimum of three (3) years in their own federation at the highest level.

7. A registration fee of €20.00 for each candidate must paid prior to the commencment of the written examination.

Assessment Process

1. ICF Canoe Polo Referee Assessment will consist of two (2) parts – a written examination and a series of practical assessments. 
2. The Written examination will be at selected International Canoe Polo competitions. The dates and location of these competitions will be published on the ICF Canoe Polo Website: http://www.canoeicf.com/icf/Aboutoursport/Canoe-Polo.html 
3. If a National Federation requests an examination or practical assessments outside of the dates identified by the ICF Canoe Polo Committee, that Federation will be responsible for all travel and subsistence costs for the examiners. 
Written Examination
1. The written examination is completed first. A candidate must achieve a pass mark of 75% or higher before they can proceed to the practical part of the assessment.

2. The written examination consists of 50 questions based on the applicants knowledge of the current ICF Canoe Polo Rules and their practical refereeing experience. 
3. An applicant who passes the Written Examination with a mark of 75% or higher will be entered onto the ISIS database as a Trainee (T) referee.

4. If a candidate fails the written exam it may be attempted again in the following calendar year. 

5. The written examination result is valid for a period of two years while a candidate is waiting to achieve the required number of practical passes.

6. A candidate who fails to complete all requirements (written and two practical passes) within two years must start with the written examination again.

Practical Assessment

1. Practical Assessment will be at various International Canoe Polo competitions. These competitions will be listed on the ICF Canoe Polo Website http://www.canoeicf.com/icf/Aboutoursport/Canoe-Polo.html 
2. Practical Assessment can only be carried by ICF Canoe Polo Referee Assessors from a different country to the Trainee Referee.
3. Practical Assessment will be based on a minimum of two different games at an International Level of varying standards and will take into consideration the difficulty of the game being assessed.
4. Practical Assessment will involve observation of the referee in action as either the Controlling or Second Referee and results will be recorded, signed and forwarded to the ICF Canoe Polo Chief Referee.

5. Practical Assessment will consider all aspects of referee performance including presentation, signals, use of advantage, use of cards, knowledge and application of the rules, interaction with other officials and coaches and players, as well as their overall professionalism and behaviour as a referee.
6. The Assessor will use either the paper or electronic form of the ICF Canoe Polo Practical Assessment Sheet.

7. A Trainee Referee must achieve a minimum standard of Level C in a minimum of two practical assessments by two independent assessors from two different federations in order to pass the practical assessment.

8. The ICF Canoe Polo Chief referee in consulation with the relevent ICF Canoe Polo Referee Assessors will indicate the final level to be awarded.
9. A Trainee referee failing two practical assessments at one event will not receive any further practical assessments at that event and must attend a later event for further assessment. A Trainee Referee that fails Three (3) practical assessments in any one calendar year will not receive any further assessment for the remainder of that year. The earliest the practical assessments may be attempted again is the following calendar year.
10. Once Practical Assessment has been completed, both the ISIS database and the list of accreditated referees on the ICF Canoe Polo Website will be updated.

11. Once accredited, an ICF Referee will receive a certificate of accreditation.
 Upgrade or Downgrade in ICF Accreditation Level:

1. At the end of each calendar year the ICF Canoe Polo Committee has the right to upgrade or downgrade the level of any ICF Referee, based on ICF Canoe Polo Referee Assessment Reports.

2. An accredited ICF Canoe Polo referee requires two satisfactory reports in a two year period to maintain their existing level or to move up a level. 
3. An accredited referee who receives two unsatisfactiry reports from two independent assessors, or who does not actively referee at the Internationl level in a 2 year period will be downgraded to a lower level or have their accreditation withdrawn. These referees will be listed as Expired “E” on the ISIS database.
Renewal of accredited status
1. Referees who have an expired status or who have had their accreditaiton level withdrawn can only regain their accredited status by completing the full accreditatioin process including both the written and practical assessments.
2.  National Federations must apply to have these referees reassessed and pay the administration fee of €20.00 at the time of the written examination.

ICF Canoe Polo Referee Assessors
1. The ICF Canoe Polo Committee will appoint a select group of individuals to act as ICF Canoe Polo Referee Assessors. These assessors will be listed on the ICF Canoe Polo Website: http://www.canoeicf.com/icf/Aboutoursport/Canoe-Polo.html
2. These individuals will have extensive International Refereeing experience at the highest level AND have a current or recent Level A ICF Accreditation.

3. These individuals will work closely with the ICF Canoe Polo Chief Referee to assess the practical performance of all referees of ALL levels in an ongoing basis at major International events.

4. These individuals will also regularly report to the ICF Chief Referee on the professional conduct of ICF referees at events and be involved in the selection of referees for major events such as World Championships and World Games.
All queries and applications related to ICF Canoe Polo Referee’s to be made to the ICF Canoe Polo Committee Chief Referee:  ICFPoloRef@canoeicf.com
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